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WAUKESHA — The Waukesha Civic Band is set to
launch its 82nd concert season this Thursday, bringing
back its popular summer series of free community perfor-
mances in downtown Waukesha.

Concerts will be held at the Les Paul Performance Cen-
ter in Cutler Park, offering an evening of outdoor music
featuring local musicians performing a wide range of
styles. Each program runs from 8 to 9 p.m. Thursdays,
unless otherwise noted, and is designed as a family-friend-
ly tradition for the summer season.

This year’s series runs from June 18 through July 23,
with themed performances each week:

June 18 — “An American Celebration”
June 25 — “Music for a Summer’s Eve”
July 2 — “Red, White, Blue and Boom”
July 9 — “Portraits of Americans, Real and Imagined”
July 16 — “Festivals, Fairs and Celebrations”
July 23 — “Jazz Express”

Now in its 82nd year, the Civic Band continues its tradi-
tion of featuring lively marches, familiar movie and musi-
cal selections, and community-centered performances that
highlight local talent in the city of Waukesha.

Concertgoers are encouraged to arrive early to enjoy the
outdoor setting and secure seating before the 8 p.m. start time. 

OCONOMOWOC — Lake Country
Classical Academy announced fifth-
grade student Mila Kavelaris has
been named a national winner in
the Freedom 250 American Heroes
Student Art Contest for her portrait
of American music icon Johnny
Cash, created in honor of America’s
upcoming 250th anniversary.

Earlier this year, students in
grades 3-12 from across the country
were invited to participate by creat-
ing an original two-dimensional art-
work depicting an American hero.
Each submission also included a
written artist statement explaining
the inspiration behind the work and
its significance.

Mila earned top honors in the
Upper Elementary Division, selected
by a panel of artists and educators
who evaluated entries based on
artistic excellence, technical skill,
creativity, adherence to contest
guidelines, and the quality and
meaning of the accompanying artist
statement. Notably, Mila was the
only student from Wisconsin chosen
as a national winner.

“Johnny Cash is my American
hero,” said Mila. “His story was
inspiring because he was a famous
musician who stood up for those
less fortunate and used his career to
inspire others. He also sang faith
songs toward the end of his life,
which truly inspired me.”

For her winning submission, Mila
drew Cash in the style of Chuck
Close and the Photorealism move-
ment. She said she was drawn to the
style because of its dramatic effect,
strong contrast, and bold appear-
ance. “Ironically, Cash was known
for wearing black outfits, and Close
was known for drawing in black and
white,” she explained.

To create the piece, Mila used pen-
cils of varying shades, a kneadable
eraser, and cotton swabs for blend-
ing. In a creative touch, she even
used a glow-in-the-dark star from
her bedroom ceiling to help create
the stars featured in the artwork.

“We are incredibly proud of
Mila’s achievement,” said Kami Joy,
head of Lower School at Lake Coun-
try Classical Academy. “Her artwork
reflects both artistic talent and a

thoughtful appreciation for the indi-
viduals who have helped shape our
nation’s history.”

As a national winner, Mila will
receive a travel stipend to attend the
Freedom 250 celebration in Wash-
ington, D.C., where she and a guest
will participate in the student art

exhibit and awards ceremony dur-
ing President Donald Trump’s Great
American State Fair in July. Her art-
work will be displayed alongside
other winning entries from students
across the nation.

“Johnny Cash was a great part of
our history,” Mila said.

Lake Country Classical Academy student
wins National Freedom 250 Art Contest 
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WAUKESHA — After more than
a year of noncompliance, Elm
Grove is suing two village resi-
dents to force them to remove sev-
eral vehicles and other items in
their yard.

The village filed suit last week

against Mark and Mary Ander-
son, seeking to have a judge order
the couple to clean up their prop-
erty on Dunwoody Drive within
20 days, or have it done by the vil-
lage at what will then become
their expense.

A call to Mark Anderson was
not returned Tuesday.

According to the complaint in
the case, the village’s Zoning and

Planning administrator inspect-
ed the property in April 2025 and
observed “several vehicles, trail-
ers and other items being stored
on the outside of the Property …,
which produced a blighting influ-
ence upon the neighborhood,”
running afoul of anti-blighting in
the village. The village sent the
Andersons three notices in April
and May 2025 asking that they
clean up the property, including
providing proof of registration
for each vehicle. They were to get
things remedied by June 11, 2025.

After that, the village began a
prosecution in its municipal
court, obtaining a judgment for

$73,000 in January which
remains unpaid, the complaint
said.

The village sent the Ander-
sons another letter April 21
requesting that they address the
matter, but the Andersons to
date have not responded to any
of the village’s letters or paid
the judgment, the complaint
said. Under the village’s code,
each day of violation carries a
penalty of $150 to $2,000 in fines,
it added.

“Because of Defendants’ indif-
ference and their disregard of
the numerous notices concern-
ing the Issues, the Village is

entitled to seek injunctive relief
to ‘abate, prevent or remove a
violation of any provision of
this Code,’ which includes
removal of all the Items consti-
tuting the Issues and imposing
such removal and remedial costs
on the tax roll for the Defen-
dants’ Property,” the complaint
said.

The complaint sought a judge
to order the Andersons to clean
up the property within 20 days
or have it done by the village at
their expense, and also seeks
fines accruing from May 5 of
this year, resulting in a fine to
be determined by the judge. 

Elm Grove sues residents over vehicles, other items in yard 
Village already has $73,000
judgment against residents
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SUMMIT — The Harvest mixed-used project
took a big step forward in Summit on June 11
when the Village Board approved an amend-
ment to its master plan. 

The Harvest is planned for 210 acres in Pabst
Farms and would be located in Summit and
Oconomowoc, on either side of Interstate 94. It
will include single-family houses and apart-
ments, as well as commercial buildings.

Village President Jack Riley said they are
trying to keep the review of the project con-
sistent with it lying in two communities.

On June 11, the Village Board voted to
amend the Village of Summit 2045 Compre-
hensive Plan and the Village of Summit
Future Land Use Map, which is part of the Vil-
lage of Summit 2045 Comprehensive Plan,
from the Industrial/Business Park designa-
tion to the Mixed Use designation on proper-
ties located in the northwest corner of I-94
and Highway P.

By Karen Pilarski
kpilarski@conleynet.com

WAUKESHA — Concerns about activity at the Bank Street
gazebo in downtown Waukesha prompted multiple calls to
police over the weekend from city officials, including Alder-
woman Doreen Wigderson and Alderman Erik Helgestad.

According to police reports published in The Freeman,
officers were called to the gazebo in the 100 block of Bank
Street several times regarding curfew violations, alcohol
consumption, and concerns involving individuals experienc-
ing homelessness.

In one incident, officers responded after reports that peo-
ple were grilling near the gazebo. Police made contact with
an individual who said they were cooking burgers on a char-
coal grill. Officers noted the grill was covered and no flames
were exposed. No enforcement action was taken.

Later, Wigderson contacted police to report a group at the
gazebo allegedly consuming alcohol. Officers located the
individuals, who dumped their beer and were advised about
the city's alcohol ordinance, park hours, and littering regula-
tions.

Another call came after Wigderson reported approximate-
ly 15 people gathered at the gazebo after park closing hours.
She requested that the group be removed because the park
closes at 10 p.m. Helgestad also called police requesting
enforcement of the curfew.

The concerns follow a similar complaint from the previous
week, when a citizen reported a group at the gazebo was
loudly swearing and causing a disturbance. When officers
arrived, only three men remained at the location and were
described as calm. A review of surveillance cameras showed
the individuals involved in the reported disturbance had
already left before police arrived. Officers noted the remain-
ing men were not cooperative when asked about the incident.

Waukesha Police Captain Dan Baumann said officers have
received numerous calls for service near 111 Bank Street and
the gazebo area.

“The issues reported and observed there include intoxicat-
ed individuals, physical altercations, disorderly conduct, and
behavior related to mental health concerns,” Baumann said.

He said officers are addressing the situation through
proactive patrols and responses to complaints, taking
enforcement action when laws are violated.

Baumann also added that many of the individuals involved
are experiencing homelessness and may be dealing with
behavioral health or substance use challenges.

“These situations are complex,” he said. “While officers
regularly offer or coordinate access to available community
resources and support services, some individuals decline
assistance.”

Police said they will continue working with social service
agencies and outreach organizations to address ongoing con-
cerns in the area.

Wigderson and Helgestad didn’t respond to multiple
requests for an interview.

The Freeman reached out to Waukesha Mayor Alicia Hal-
vensleben for comment. Halvensleben referred questions to
Baumann’s statement on the matter.

OCONOMOWOC — Harley-David-
son enthusiasts should expect some
changes to the motorcycle compa-
ny’s annual anniversary celebra-
tion, which for the Oconomowoc
dealership means there won’t be
one in 2026.

According to a Facebook post by
Robert Moakley of Wisconsin
Harley-Davidson, he has received
many questions about the future of
the annual motorcycle event known
as Homecoming, Milwaukee Rally
or simply Rally.

“As most of the local metro-Mil-
waukee Harley-Davidson riding
community is aware, this event has
been changed and moved and
expanded by actions taken by
Harley-Davidson. Some for no other

reason than it fulfilled corporate
goals of people who had never been
to a single (one) of the previous
local dealer events,” Moakley
wrote. “Thankfully, Harley-David-
son’s new leadership eliminated
the annual Homecoming event held
in July. The Motor Company also
announced their return to partici-
pating in an anniversary event
every five years on Labor Day
weekend. Where it belongs.”

During this year’s Labor Day,
there will be events at the Harley-
Davidson Museum in Milwaukee
and some events at local dealer-
ships. However, at Wisconsin
Harley-Davidson, 1280 Blue Ribbon
Drive, there was not enough time to
create the quality of event visitors

have come to expect, according to
the post.

“And it is out of respect for that
level of effort and resulting success
that Wisconsin Harley-Davidson
cannot properly host this event for
2026. The short turnaround time
after The Motor Company made
their announcement made it impos-
sible for Wisconsin Harley-David-
son and some of our key vendor
partners to react with enough time
to have the Rally event you’ve all
come to expect,” according to the
post.

The dealership plans to host a
Wisconsin Rally event for Labor
Day 2027. It will host other events
throughout the year, as well.
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Have a news tip?

If you have a news item you would like to see in 
The Freeman, send an email to news@conleynet.com.
Or call 262-513-2657.


